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Range Extension of the King Snake
Lampropeltis Mexicana (Serpentes: Colubridae)
to Tepotzotian, State of Mexico.

The herpetofauna of the State of Mexico has been poorly studied. Records from 1946
through 2006 (Smuth and Taylor 1945, Dixon et al., 1962, Smith and Smuth 1976, Smith and Smith
1977, Camanlo 1981, Lara-Gongora 1983 , Lemos- Espinal and Rodriguez 1984, Ramirez et al.,
1991, Camanlio and Agwmlar 1992, Camanllo and Smuth 1992, Flores-Villela and Sherry 1994,
Mamnjarrez 1994, Manjarrez et al., 1995, and Casas-Andreu Pineda 1997, Valdespino 1998, Zarate
2002, Keer 2003, Altarmrano et al. 2006, 2007, Castillo and Reyes 2006) failed to document the
occurrence of Lampropeltis mexicana in the State of Mexico.

A male specimen of Lampropeltis mexicana measuring 290 mm snout-vent length , and
55.1 mm tail length and a corporal weight of 18 g, was found on 3 October 2006 on the slope
shrubby in Tepotzotlan, State of Mexico (Figure 1). It was captured at the coordinates 19°45° 58N,
and 99°19°21” W, at an elevation of 1448 meters. The vegetation here consists of oak forest with
shrubby as secondary vegetation. Pasture and grazing have been introduced (INEGI, 1996; Figure
2). The snake (LM207) 1s preserved in 10% formalin, and has been deposited in the herpetological
laboratory of E.E.S, 1ztacala, U.N.A .M. This specimen was killed by the locals.

L. mexicana is known from the Mexican states of Coahuila, Durango, Nuevo Leon, San
Luis Potosi, Tamaulipas, Veracruz and Guanajuato (Smith and Smith 1976), Sierra de Santa Rosa,
Guanajuato (Mendoza-Quijano et al., 2001), Zacatecas, and Aguas Calientes (Quintero-Dias et al.,
2001}, 9.6 ki to the west-northwest of the cart Jalpan Querétaro (Campbell and Lamar, 2004).
Bryson et al (2007), mentions the following: north of Dr. Arroyo and near Iturbide in Nuevo Leon,
Valle de los Fantasmas in San Luis Potosi, in Asientos nearby Aguascalientes, Hwy 40 west of Cd.
Durango and Rancho Santa Barbara in Durango.

Figure 1. Lampropeltis mexicana found in Tepotzotlan
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Figure 2. Characteristics of the zone where the specimen was found
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